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...benefitting a variety of Glen Ellyn community needs and funding for scholarships
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What started as an annual donation to GECRC has grown into the Kiwanis
Snack Pack Program which supports more than 275 GECRC students a year.

Kiwanis has been an important supporter and community partner of
GECRC for more than a decade!

Kiwanis is able to support GECRC in significant ways thanks to year round
fundraising. Watch for their onion and hanging flower basket sales in the
spring. Funds raised are donated to many local organizations. For more
information on the Kiwanis Club of Glen Ellyn, contact GECRC board member
Penny Linneweh at plinnewehecomcast.net

Kiwanis

GLEN ELLYN




WELCOME! s‘LJ
GECRC

Welcome! Your presence speaks volumes about your love of literacy and
your commitment to nurturing it right here in our community.

While "potential" is everywhere, "opportunity" isn't always as accessible.
In Glen Ellyn, the Children’s Resource Center (GECRC) exists to bridge
that gap for under-resourced students. Because of community support
like yours and our dedicated volunteers, more and more local students
gain not just reading and math skills but also the confidence and
connections to chase their dreams. You help make all of that possible!

We're thrilled to host Catherine Newman, an author who explores life's
complexities and the power of human connection—themes that resonate
profoundly this year. As we celebrate, we also fondly remember Janis
Pfister, a beloved board member who embraced the Literary Event as a
powerful opportunity to invest directly in young readers. Tonight, let's
honor her legacy.

“Maybe grief is love imploding. Or maybe it's love expanding. | don't
know... So you might as well love as much as you can. And as recklessly.
Like it's your last resort, because it is.” — Catherine Newman, Sandwich

Every dollar you donate fuels our proven after-school and summer
programs in Districts 41 and 89. Every raffle ticket purchased delivers
critical resources right where they're needed: in our own backyards.
Thank you for believing in our students and for partnering with us to build
a better Glen Ellyn for everyone!

Sincerely,

Alan Taylor
GECRC Board President



Thank you to the
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation

for your support as a
2025 Fundraising Events Level sponsor!
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ABOUT US.. AT
GECR

Learning, Laughter & Life Skills — All After School!

At the Glen Ellyn Children’s Resource Center (GECRC), we believe every
child deserves the tools to thrive — in school and in life! That's why we
offer free, high-impact after-school and summer programs to more than
275 K-8 students every year across District 41 and District 89 schools.

Our superpower? Tutoring, mentorship, and a whole lot of heart. We mix
academic support with social-emotional learning, fun enrichment
activities, and meaningful community connections to help kids grow
confident, curious, and ready for the future.

Plus, our six-week Summer Program keeps the learning (and joy!) going
strong for 200+ students when school’s out.

With the help of amazing volunteers, passionate staff, and supportive
families, GECRC is lighting the path from kindergarten to career dreams
—one high-five at a time.

Learn more about GECRC at www.gecrc.com or scan the code below:
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OUR
FEATURED AUTHOR

CATHERINE NEWMAN

Catherine Newman has written numerous columns,
articles, and canned-bean recipes for magazines

and newspapers, and her essays have been widely
anthologized. She is the author of the New York
Times” bestselling novel Sandwich and We All
Want Impossible Things; the memoirs Waiting for
Birdy and Catastrophic Happiness; the middle-
grade novel One Mixed-Up Night; and the
bestselling kids" life-skills books How fto Be a
Person and What Can | Say? She lives in Amherst,

Massachusetts.

2025 Literary Event Committee

Chairs
Janis Pfister and Katie Prescott

Committee

Shannon Burgess Angela Fanella Jodi Herbold

Melissa Walti Maureen Winans Karen Winter




GECRCBOARDOF
DIRECTORS

Alan Taylor (President)
Marketing and Communications Manager
Ray Graham Association

Catherine Voight (Vice President)
Grant/Nonprofit Consultant
CV2 Grants

Kim Laubinger (Treasurer)
COO
Laubinger and Associates, LLC

Becky Gasaway (Secretary)
School Psychologist
CUSD 200

Jennifer Dietzler
Community Liaison

Rebecca DePorter
Director of Human Resources
Center Point Properties

Jodi Herbold
Attorney
Clingen, Callow & Mclean, LLC

Penny Linneweh
Retired Professional CPA
Linneweh Ltd

Erica Nelson
Business Leaders Faculty Member
Lake Forest Graduate School

Evelyn Rodriguez
Vice President/Branch Manager
Glen Ellyn Bank & Trust

Karen Winter
Office Manager
Wheaton Yamaha Music School

Janis Pfister*
Retired D41 Literacy Coach

*Fondly remembered




Thank you to

/&M&é& The Bookstore of Glen Ellyn

for your support in making
tonight's event possible!

MARCELSCULINARYEXPERIENCE.COM

EST. L.!J 1960

THE BOOKSTORE
OF GLEN ELLYN

MARCHE496.COM

CARRIE MORRIS

Licensed Real Estate Broker, MBA, SRES
The Carrie & Renee Team

The Carrie & Renee
TEAM

M: 630.207.5538
carrie.morris@compass.com

COMPASS

TheCarrieandReneeTeam.com
4 490 Pennsylvania Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

JULIA SMITH
ARCHITECTURE * INTERIORS

JULIASMITHARCHITECTURE.COM
773.710.5115




GECRCSTAFF

Leah Harding, LCSW
Executive Director

Lisa Hepner, MSW
Director of Program and Volunteers

Emily Lobdell
Communications and Volunteer
Outreach Coordinator

Gayle Rueter
Administrative Assistant

Laura Ulepic
Development Manager

Lizzy Doty
Associate Director of Program
and Volunteers

Karla Kampen
Program Coordinator,
Churchill Elementary

Cheryl Sammer
Program Coordinator,
Lincoln Elementary

Mayra Kulik
Teacher Coordinator,
Hadley Junior High

Katie Reed
Classroom Coordinator,

Hadley Junior High

Sofia Castro
Classroom Coordinator,
Churchill Elementary

Stephanie Chavez
Classroom Coordinator,
Churchill Elementary

Angelli Dorado
Classroom Coordinator,
Churchill Elementary

Laura Gromala
Classroom Coordinator,
Churchill Elementary

Gillian Wang
Classroom Coordinator,
Churchill Elementary

Megan Sedlacek
Classroom Coordinator,
Glen Crest Middle School

Hamna Khan
Classroom Aide,
Churchill Elementary

Patrick McDevitt
Program Aide,
Lincoln Elementary

Cho Pyone
Burmese Translator
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GECR

Love helping kids? Got a knack for math or reading? Become a Volunteer
Tutor and make a big difference in just one hour a day!

You'll be matched with one of our awesome K-8 students to help with math
homework, reading, and to build some serious learning confidence along
the way.

Tutoring Times (Pick what works for you):
¢ Hadley (Junior High): 3:30-4:30 pm
e Glen Crest Middle School: 2:30-3:30 pm
e Churchill, Lincoln and Park View Elementary: 4:30-5:30 pm

Who Can Volunteer?

We're looking for adults, college students and high school students who
want to give back. Whether you can help once a week, a few times a
month, or more—we'll work with your schedule!

It's flexible. It's fun. It’s incredibly rewarding.

Find your perfect volunteer fit on the GECRC website or scan the code
below.
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Thank you Midge* and Dan Anderson

for your generous support of this year's
GECRC Literary Event

L 4 4 4

*fondly remembered
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Margaret Giffin & Margi Hamilton ’ )

630-790-5909 """'.‘7‘““"
www.ellynandmain.com . €

Your Home Concierge Team!
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yogatpilates

Bring this program in to register for a
complimentary yoga mat class!

QFWTLV WW// (WTW *Valid one per person until 8.1.2025*

www.balanceyogapilates.com
@balanceglenellyn

OUNDATION

WEALTH STRATEGIES



SPECIAL THANKSTO..

Bookseller Level Sponsors:
All State Insurance - Mulcare Insurance
Amy Storm & Co.

Balance Yoga + Pilates
Casey's Gas Station

Ellyn & Main

Exploring Flooring

Gayle Bartell

Glenwood Station

J. Umlauf Designs

Laubinger & Associates, LLC
Nourish Well Counseling
Theresa Hiser

Special thanks to the following locations for their
accommodations and hospitality:

The Parlour at Park & Oak, Glen Ellyn
Arrowhead Golf Club, Wheaton
Crowne Plaza Hotels, Lombard



SPECIAL THANKS TO RAFFLE DONORS

Arrowhead Golf Club
Wheaton

Balance Yoga + Pilates
The Bookstore Glen Ellyn
Bourbon Belly Hospitality:
Burger Social

Celebrate in Style
Chicago Symphony
Orchestra Association
D41 Kids Foundation

Dick Pond, Carol Stream
Ditkas

Enchanted Petals
Fantastic Straps

Four Brothers Handcrafted
Gather & Collect

Gia Mia

Glenbard South Boosters
Glenbard West Boosters
Good Roots

Goodman Theatre
Guiding Light Studio

Hale Street Cantina

IL Songo

Ko-ze

Lenox Road Collective
Lettuce Entertain You
Marcel's

Marche

Nothing Bundt Cakes

The McAninch Arts Center
M/M Frame Co.

Nourish Well Counseling
Proof No. 5

PRP Wine International
Rise Fitness + Wellness
Satori Hair Studio

Tasting deVine

Two Brothers Artisan Brewing
Chocolates

Village Links Glen Ellyn




SPECIAL THANKS TO BOOK CLUB DONORS

2nd Tuesday Book Club - Mary DiCarlo, Teresa Coldiron, Pam Kowalczyk,
Diana Durkin, Cleo Burtis, Ellen Mitchell, Barb OHara, Zahra Bahremandi,
Dorothy Hess, Kris Thompson, Ginny Reynolds, Lynn Day, Gayle Bartell, Cheryl
Pixler

Arrowhead Book Club

Beach Reads & Bubbly - Alison Hunt, Gina Berglund, Kristin Hayward, Kristin
Livermore, Jen Dietzler, Melissa Walti

Bound By Books - Lisa Tylke, Carrie Morris, Kathleen Doyle, Eileen Glyyn, Melisa
Scott, Mary DiCarlo, Libby Dixon, Maureen Winans

Gather & Grow - The GardenWorks Project - GardenWorks Project extends an
invitation to join; meetings are held at the Wheaton Public Library

Glen Ellyn Senior Center Book Club -Members of the GE Senior Center

Go! Go! Sporty Girls Book Club - Jen Dietzler

Greenfield Book Club - Paul Winans, Jordan Leen, Kay Fillingham, Mike Nitz,
Dennis Jarrard, Emma Winans, Maureen Winans

Lincoln Hill Book Club - Jen Bair, Belinda Reiser, Beth Bengtson,

Lisa Dagley, Kim Donham, Karyn Hartman, Joan Klaus

Novels & Neighbors - Nicole Baedke, Sonia Bhagwakar, Rita Filiaggi, Diane
Hissam-Luper, Sarah Hubbuch, Priya Jacobs, Lisa Klank, Janet Lara, Jennifer
Preston, Stephanie Sherva, Jen Solak, Lisa Tylke, Laura Ulepic, Noemi

Villanueva, Kristina Wirth, Jen Zecher

Smile Sweat Shine Coaching Book Club - Katie LaDow, Jessica Bernardi,
Abby Markham, Amy Thorpe, Beth Showalter, Katie Patel, Kristin Kendrick, Laura
Gartner, Maggie Kelsey, Shannon Conner, Tillie Radebaugh

TBC (The Book Club) - Celia Rodee, Cleo Burtis, Teresa Coldiron, Lynn Day,
Diana Durkin, Ginny Reynolds, Sylvia Rodee, Kris Thompson, Missey Wilhelm

Women on Fire Book Club - Robin Carroll, Jen lkens, Jodi Herbold, Christina
Lavin, Lisa Hardesty, Laura Ulepic, Andrea Pfeiffer, Karen Winter

World’'s Greatest Book Club - Kathy Lawson, Carol McElvain,
Anne Roberts, Colleen Statz
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In Fond Remembrance of Janis Pfister

GECRC board member and Literary Event Chair Janis Pfister’s legacy of
kindness, generosity and unwavering optimism will continue to inspire all
who knew her.

A passionate educator, Janis made a profound impact on the Glen Ellyn
community, not only as a teacher, but also as a devoted GECRC board
member and volunteer. She gracefully moved between individually
tutoring students to bolstering our after school program tutoring
methods with her years of experience. Her leadership extended to
chairing our premier annual Literary Event fundraiser, where she
demonstrated her dedication to GECRC's mission and the students we
serve. Janis understood the importance of volunteering at all levels, and
her contributions helped ensure that students received the care and
support they truly deserved. Janis’ tremendous light and spirit will live on
in the countless lives she touched.



R BAGR &, o
'ms SR GEC -

FUEL SUMMER JOY AND LEARNING FOR
200 LOCAL STUDENTS — DONATE TO
GECRC SUMMER PROGRAM TODAY
(SEE NEXT PAGE)
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$50 = Spark creativity with a handsZ?
on enrichment activity

$250 = Cift one student 6 weeks of
summer growth and learning

$500 = Send 200 students on an
adventurous field trip

©-
Donations Welcome By: - -

Check mailed to:
346 Taft Avenue, Suite 205
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Credit Card at www.gecrc.com

or Venmo QR code J'
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GLEN ELLYN
BANK&TRUST

AWINTRUST COMMUNITY BANK

Thank you
Glen Ellyn Bank and Trust
for your support as a

2025 Fundraising Events Level sponsor!

Stop in to visit GECRC Board Member Evelyn Rodriguez's team!
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